THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Mills River, North Carolina
The Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost
November 15, 2026

Sacred Place +++ Sacred Space
Please observe silence after the altar candles are lit

e

PRELUDE A Shelter in the Time of Storm Brian Buda
Hymns and service music are found in the blue 1982 Hymnals (H) and the purple
Glory to God hymnals (GTG) They are in the racks under the chairs

PRESENTATION OF THE WORD

ENTRANCE HYMN H #488 Be Thou My Vision
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
thou in me dwell - ing, and I one with thee.

still be my vis - iom, O Ru - ler of all.



OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant Blessed be our God.
People For ever and ever. Amen.
SONG OF PRAISE GTG #605 Praise to God the Father

Praise to God the Father; praise to God the Son;
praise to God the Spirit: praise to the Three -in-One.
Sing praise. sing praise to the Lord on high.

Praise to God Almighty; praise to the Holy One.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Judges 4:1-7
A reading from the book of Judges.

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, after Ehud
died. So the LORD sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who
reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in
Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD for help;
for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the
Israelites cruelly twenty years. At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife
of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit under the palm of
Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and
the Israelites came up to her for judgment. She sent and summoned
Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The
LORD, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount
Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of
Zebulun. | will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you



by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and | will give him
into your hand.””

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
PSALM 123

Toyou | lift up my eyes, *
to you enthroned in the heavens.
’As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, *
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
*So our eyes look to the LOrRD our God, *
until he show us his mercy.
“Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy, *
for we have had more than enough of contempt,
*Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, *
and of the derision of the proud.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
A reading from Paul's First letter to the Thessalonians.

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do
not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very
well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When
they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will
come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and
there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that
day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and
children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us
not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for
those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at
night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For
God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through
our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or
asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build
up each other, as indeed you are doing.



Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN H# 601 O Day of God Draw Nigh
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1 O day of God, draw nigh in  beau - ty and in  power, come
2 Bring o our trou- bled minds, un - cer - tain and a - f[raid, the
3 Bring  jus-tice to our land, that all may dwell se - cure, and
4 Bring to our world of strife thy  sov-ereign word of  peace, that
5 O day of God, draw nigh  as at cre - a - tion’i birth, let

1 with thy time - less judg-ment now to match our pres-ent hour.
2 qui-e of a stead - fast faith, calm of a cal o - beyed.
3 fine - ly build for days to come foun - da - tions that en - dure.
4 war may haunt the earth no more and des - o - la-tion cease.
5 there be light a - gain, and set thy judg - ments in the earth.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

[Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven will be as when] a man, going on a
journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received
the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five
more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made
two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off
and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long
time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.
Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing
five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents;
see, | have made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, |
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’



And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
handed over to me two talents; see, | have made two more talents.” His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have
been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had received the
one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that you were a
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did
not scatter seed; so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, ‘You
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where | did not
sow, and gather where | did not scatter? Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return | would have
received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him,
and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have,
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.””

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Dennis Fotinos

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through



the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader Sisters and brothers, we humbly bring our prayers before God
saying, “We lift our hearts and voices to you;, hear us, good Lord.”

Celebrant: Almighty God, giver of every good gift: send forth your light
and your truth, that they may lead us in discerning who we are as
Christ’s church now, and who God is calling us to be in our next season of
shared ministry; so guide the hearts and minds of those who shall choose
a Bishop for this diocese, that we may receive a faithful shepherd, who
will care for your people and equip us for our ministries through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do
your will; through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sins to God.

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing
your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in
ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that
enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that
we may abide in your love and serve only your will.

Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.



GATHERING GTG #504 We Come as Guests Invited
We come as guests invited when Jesus bids us dine,

his friends on earth united to share the bread and wine;

the bread of life is broken; the wine is freely poured

for us, in solemn token of Christ our dying Lord.

We eat and drink, receiving from Christ the grace we need,
and in our hearts believing on him by faith we feed;

with wonder and thanksgiving for love that knows no end,
we find in Jesus living our ever present friend.

One bread is our for sharing, one single fruitful vine,

our fellowship declaring renewed in bread and wine.
renewed, sustained, and given by token, sign, and word,
the pledge and seal of heaven, the love of Christ our Lord.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and
labor to the Lord.

OFFERTORY Take My Life and Let it Be Mary McDonald
PRESENTATION HYMN WLP #763 As we gather at your table
forsg - | — T —
g@v —5 : PSS =——=—
1.As  we gath - er at  your
2. Turn our  wor - ship in - to
N | |
17 A Y I 1 I
h 1V I I | I |
L) ] | | I |
%;d & o o | | I } I | }
Ta - ble, as we lis-ten to your ‘Word, help us
wit - ness in the sac - ra-ment of life; send us
H | | | | | |
7 AT/ Il; I I aJ } } | | | T |
& I I I ,i‘ I I
oJ I ! T
know, O God, your pres -ence; let our hearts and minds be
forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is
Nl |
L7 AN A=Y I I I I I I
&r—— — 1 —— | =
5 =
stirred. Nour - ish us  with  sa-cred sto - 1y ull we
strife. Give us, Christ, your great com - pas - sion to for -




I  —  —
| | I I I O I I = P I I
d T ‘ T had T ‘ T ‘
claim it as our own; teach us through this ho - ly
give as you for - gave; may we still be - hold your
Nl |
g" B — . ‘ — 1 i I l |
V' I | [ | I & a } O- -H
ban - quet how to make Love’s vic - try known.
im - age in the world you died to save.  fo verse 3
A | |
17 A Ilr; - I I I I |
¢ e
3. Gra-cious  Spi - rit, help us
Nt | ' ; ’
|7 AN/ Y I I | & I
Il": 17 I I I | I ' F P o ' F
% Z d 6} d‘ dl I I I } 1 { I
sum - mon oth-er guests to share  that Feast where tri -
a . . | ) [ \
0N |
17 AN/ Y I [ | I I [
G —— === 2 —— ———
S P ——— i
least. There no  more will en - vy  blind us nor will
L = ——
)DV —e - r IP = g d—d_!_r_q—d—
um - phant Love will wel - come those who had been last and
n 1l i I .
I | | I I PoY [ I = =l I I
) T I T © T T < < T T
pride our peace des - troy, as we join with saints and
N | |
G : R T o i
.) = =i .I & [ d I 1}
an - gels to re - peat the sound - ing joy.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and
loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from
on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the
world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb;



You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to
humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a
sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing your
praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:

SANCTUS
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Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been
silent; you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you
delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise.

Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim
the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, an offering.

Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought
us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you
intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us

Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,
gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his
friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in
my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”



And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the
resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and
presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands
have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine
that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we,
burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and
love.

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of
time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending
praise.

Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

FRACTION ANTHEM GTG #604 Lamb of God
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COMMUNION INVITATION

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

(The bread and wine are given to the people. Please indicate that you would
prefer a gluten-free wafer by placing your hands with palms together when you
come up to receive Communion.)

COMMUNION HYMN H# 324 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of
salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have
made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us
forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming
love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our
Savior. Amen.

BLESSING

RECESSIONAL HYMN GTG #79 Light Dawns on a Weary World

Light dawns on a weary world when eyes begin to see all people’s
dignity. Light dawns on a weary world: the promised day of justice
comes.

Refrain:  The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with
springs; the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! We shall
go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, as all the world in wonder echoes
shalom.

Love grows in a weary world when hungry hearts find bread and
children’s dreams are fed. Love grows in a weary world: the promised
feast of plenty comes. Refrain

Hope blooms in a weary world when creatures, once forlorn, find
wilderness reborn. Hope blooms in a weary world: the promised green of
Eden comes. Refrain

DISMISSAL/COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All
rights reserved. Hymns and service music are from The Hymnal 1982
(Church Publishing Inc.), Wonder, Love and Praise (Church Publishing
Inc.), and Glory to God hymnal GTG (Presbyterian Publishing Corp). Music
is reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
730051. All rights reserved.



UPCOMING EVENTS

Bible Study Sundays, 9:15 am

Gentle Yoga with Kelly, Fridays, 9:00 am

Vestry Meeting, Sun., Nov. 15, 12:15 pm

Daytime Book Club, Tues. Nov.17, 11:30 am, Southern Streams Coffee
House

CONTACT INFORMATION

The Rev. Tracey Kelly, Rector, tracey@ourholyfamily.org

Rev. Tammy Bales, Preaching Associate, pastortam12@gmail.com
Ryan Singleton, Music Director, singletonryan97 @gmail.com
Jeanne Mason, Parish Administrator, secretary@ourholyfamily.org
Liz Spahr, Pastoral Care Coordinator, liz@ourholyfamily.org

Jodi Harbin, Youth Ministry Coordinator, jodi.m.harbin@gmail.com

VESTRY

Greg Harbin, Sr. Warden, greg@ourholyfamily.org

Kelly Brown, Jr. Warden, KALB266@gmail.com

Jeffery Heck, Treasurer, jeffery.heck@gmail.com

Kelly Beaty, Secretary, ktsb@icloud.com

Laura Phipps, Vestry Liaison for Congregational Vitality,
Liphipps1128@gmail.com

Paulette Remppel, Vestry Liaison for Christian Formation,
lette813@icloud.com
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