
THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
Mills River, North Carolina 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 27, 2026 

Sacred Place +++ Sacred Space 
Please observe silence after the altar candles are lit 

 
 

PRELUDE Trust and Obey                                                   Arr. Matt Schinske   
A bell rings three times; the people stand.  

Hymns and service music are found in the blue 1982 Hymnals (H) and the 
purple Glory to God hymnals (GTG) They are in the racks under the chairs. 

 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE WORD 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN                                          H #555 Lead on, O King eternal  

 



 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant Blessed be our God. 

People For ever and ever. Amen. 

  

SONG OF PRAISE                             GTG #605 Praise to God the Father  
Praise to God the Father; praise to God the Son;  
praise to God the Spirit: praise to the Three -in-One. 
Sing praise. sing praise to the Lord on high. 
Praise to God Almighty; praise to the Holy One. 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and 
pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your 
promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7 
A reading from the book of Exodus. 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at 
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people 
quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” But 
the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against 
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the LORD, 
“What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 
The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of 
the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you 
struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock 
at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the 



people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He 
called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled 
and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 78:1-4, 12-16 
1Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
  incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
  I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 
3That which we have heard and known, 
 and what our forefathers have told us, * 
  we will not hide from their children. 
4We will recount to generations to come 
 the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, * 
  and the wonderful works he has done. 
12He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * 
  in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
13He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 
  he made the waters stand up like walls. 
14He led them with a cloud by day, * 
  and all the night through with a glow of fire. 
15He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 
  and gave them drink as from the great deep. 
16He brought streams out of the cliff, * 
  and the waters gushed out like rivers. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
A reading from Paul's letter to the Philippians. 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look 
not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form 
of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 



but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in 
my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, 
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
  

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

SEQUENCE HYMN                                       H #440 Bless'd Jesus, at thy word  

 

 
 
 



GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

  

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are 
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to 
them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of 
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued 
with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then 
did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid 
of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 
  “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; 
but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second 
and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which 
of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going 
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way 
of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 
change your minds and believe him.” 
  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

THE SERMON    The Rev. Tracey Kelly  
 
THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 



for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Leader   Sisters and brothers, we humbly bring our prayers 
before God saying, “We lift our hearts and voices to you; hear us, good 
Lord.” 
 
Celebrant          Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven 
and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen 
us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
 Let us confess our sins to God. 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing 
your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in 
ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that 
enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that 
we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen 

 
THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 



GATHERING                                         GTG #504 We Come as Guests Invited  
We come as guests invited when Jesus bids us dine, 
his friends on earth united to share the bread and wine; 
the bread of life is broken; the wine is freely poured 
for us, in solemn token of Christ our dying Lord. 

We eat and drink, receiving from Christ the grace we need, 
and in our hearts believing on him by faith we feed;  
with wonder and thanksgiving for love that knows no end,  
we find in Jesus living our ever present friend. 

One bread is our for sharing, one single fruitful  vine, 
our fellowship declaring renewed in bread and wine. 
renewed, sustained, and given by token, sign, and word,  
the pledge and seal of heaven, the love of Christ our Lord. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and 
labor to the Lord. 

 
OFFERTORY    Have Thine Own Way, Lord                               Arr. Brad Nix 
 
PRESENTATION HYMN                   WLP #763  As we gather at your table  



 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  



All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all 
places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, 
your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom 
you created all things. You laid the foundations of the 
world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the 
womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth  and 
gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One 
of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our 
journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises 
we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout 
with joy: 
 

 

SANCTUS        

 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been 
silent; you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you 
delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your 
grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the 
coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, an offering. Through 
Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into 
your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for 
us.  

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends 
and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  



After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his 
friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in 
my Blood, poured out for you and for allfor the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me.”And so, remembering all that was done 
for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for 
Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has 
formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 

Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine 
that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, 
burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and 
love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the 
fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true 
eternal home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in 
voices of unending praise. 

Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 



FRACTION ANTHEM                                      GTG# 604 Lamb of God 

 
COMMUNION INVITATION  
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
(The bread and wine are given to the people. Please indicate that you 
would prefer a gluten-free wafer by placing your hands with palms 
together when you come up to receive Communion.) 

 
COMMUNION HYMN                            H # 685 Rock of ages, cleft for me  

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 



God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of 
salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have 
made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us 
forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 
love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our 
Savior. Amen.   

 
BLESSING 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN                  H# 474 When I survey the wondrous cross  

 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights 
reserved. Hymns and service music are from The Hymnal 1982 (Church 
Publishing Inc.), Wonder, Love and Praise (Church Publishing Inc.), and Glory to 
God hymnal GTG (Presbyterian Publishing Corp). Music is reprinted and 
streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-730051. All rights reserved. 

 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
Bible Study Sundays,  9:15 am 
Men’s Breakfast, Sat. Oct.3, 9:00 am, Mills River Restaurant 
Blessing of the Animals, Sun., Oct. 4. 4:00 pm at Bold Rock 
Vestry Meeting, Sun. Oct. 11, 12:15 pm 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
The Rev. Tracey Kelly, Rector,  tracey@ourholyfamily.org 
Rev. Tammy Bales, Preaching Associate, pastortam12@gmail.com 
Ryan Singleton, Music Director, singletonryan97@gmail.com 
Jeanne Mason, Parish Administrator, secretary@ourholyfamily.org  
Liz Spahr, Pastoral Care Coordinator, liz@ourholyfamily.org 
Jodi Harbin, Youth Ministry Coordinator,  jodi.m.harbin@gmail.com 

VESTRY 
Greg Harbin, Sr. Warden, greg@ourholyfamily.org 
Kelly Brown, Jr. Warden, KALB266@gmail.com 
Jeffery Heck, Treasurer, jeffery.heck@gmail.com 
Kelly Beaty, Secretary, ktsb@icloud.com 
Laura Phipps, Vestry Liaison for Congregational Vitality, 
Ljphipps1128@gmail.com 
Paulette Remppel, Vestry Liaison for Christian Formation, 
lette813@icloud.com 
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