
 
THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

Mills River, North Carolina 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 22, 2026 

Sacred Place +++ Sacred Space 

Please observe silence after the altar candles are lit 
 

A Penitential Order 

PRELUDE    What Wondrous Love is This                                 Lloyd Larson 
A bell rings three times; the people stand. 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People His mercy endures for ever. 

THE DECALOGUE 
Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 
 
You shall have no other gods but me. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not commit murder. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not steal. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 



You shall not be a false witness. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Since we have a great high priest who passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF THE WORD 

KYRIE 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 



Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and 
affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you 
command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and 
varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where 
true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
A reading from the book of Ezekiel. 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the 
spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 
bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the 
valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word 
of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh 
to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” So I prophesied as I 
had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, 
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and 
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 
had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 
says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the 
whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is 
lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then 
you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 
 

Reader                        The Word of the Lord. 
 

People                        Thanks be to God.  



 PSALM 130 

1Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; 
 LORD, hear my voice; * 
  let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
2If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, * 
  O Lord, who could stand? 
3For there is forgiveness with you; * 
  therefore you shall be feared. 
4I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; * 
  in his word is my hope. 
5My soul waits for the LORD, 
 more than watchmen for the morning, * 
  more than watchmen for the morning. 
6O Israel, wait for the LORD, * 
  for with the LORD there is mercy; 
7with him there is plenteous redemption, * 
  and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11 
A reading from Paul's letter to the Romans. 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 
life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 
to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you 
are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does 
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in 
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



SEQUENCE HYMN                                         H# 641 Lord Jesus, think on me 

 

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45  (Good News Translation) 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

A man named Lazarus, who lived in Bethany, became sick. Bethany was 
the town where Mary and her sister Martha lived. (This Mary was the 
one who poured the perfume on the Lord's feet and wiped them with 
her hair; it was her brother Lazarus who was sick.) The sisters sent Jesus 
a message: "Lord, your dear friend is sick." When Jesus heard it, he said, 
"The final result of this sickness will not be the death of Lazarus; this has 
happened in order to bring glory to God, and it will be the means by 
which the Son of God will receive glory." Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus. Yet when he received the news that Lazarus was sick, 
he stayed where he was for two more days. Then he said to the disciples, 
"Let us go back to Judea." "Teacher," the disciples answered, "just a short 
time ago the people there wanted to stone you; and are you planning to 
go back?" Jesus said, "A day has twelve hours, doesn't it? So those who 
walk in broad daylight do not stumble, for they see the light of this 
world. But if they walk during the night they stumble, because they have 
no light." Jesus said this and then added, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I will go and wake him up." The disciples answered, "If he is 
asleep, Lord, he will get well." Jesus meant that Lazarus had died, but 
they thought he meant natural sleep. So Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus 
is dead, but for your sake I am glad that I was not with him, so that you 
will believe. Let us go to him." Thomas (called the Twin) said to his fellow 



disciples, "Let us all go along with the Teacher, so that we may die with 
him!"  

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had been buried four days 
before. Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many 
Judeans had come to see Martha and Mary to comfort them about their 
brother's death. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
out to meet him, but Mary stayed in the house. Martha said to Jesus, "If 
you had been here, Lord, my brother would not have died! But I know 
that even now God will give you whatever you ask him for." "Your 
brother will rise to life," Jesus told her. "I know," she replied, "that he will 
rise to life on the last day." Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me will live, even though they die; and 
those who live and believe in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 
"Yes, Lord!" she answered. "I do believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, who was to come into the world." After Martha said this, she 
went back and called her sister Mary privately. "The Teacher is here," she 
told her, "and is asking for you." When Mary heard this, she got up and 
hurried out to meet him. (Jesus had not yet arrived in the village, but was 
still in the place where Martha had met him.) The people who were in 
the house with Mary comforting her followed her when they saw her get 
up and hurry out. They thought that she was going to the grave to weep 
there. Mary arrived where Jesus was, and as soon as she saw him, she 
fell at his feet. "Lord," she said, "if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died!" Jesus saw her weeping, and he saw how the people with 
her were weeping also; his heart was touched, and he was deeply 
moved. "Where have you buried him?" he asked them. "Come and see, 
Lord," they answered. 

Jesus wept. "See how much he loved him!" the people said. But some of 
them said, "He gave sight to the blind man, didn't he? Could he not have 
kept Lazarus from dying?" Deeply moved once more, Jesus went to the 
tomb, which was a cave with a stone placed at the entrance. "Take the 
stone away!" Jesus ordered. Martha, the dead man's sister, answered, 
"There will be a bad smell, Lord. He has been buried four days!" Jesus 
said to her, "Didn't I tell you that you would see God's glory if you 
believed?" They took the stone away. Jesus looked up and said, "I thank 
you, Father, that you listen to me. I know that you always listen to me, 
but I say this for the sake of the people here, so that they will believe 
that you sent me." After he had said this, he called out in a loud voice, 
"Lazarus, come out!" He came out, his hands and feet wrapped in grave 



cloths, and with a cloth around his face. "Untie him," Jesus told them, 
"and let him go." Many of the people who had come to visit Mary saw 
what Jesus did, and they believed in him. 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 THE SERMON    The Rev. Tracey Kelly 

THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Leader    People of God, come, the Lord has done great things for us. Let 
us pray to the Lord singing, 

 

 

 



 

THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

  

GATHERING                                              H# 655 O Jesus, I have promised  

\ 

                                   THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the    
Most High. Psalm 50:14 

OFFERTORY   I Surrender All                                                     Marianne Kim 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 



Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, 
yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and 
to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and 
rose again. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS                                                                                      S 102 Holy God  

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 



new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us 
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM                                                       S 158 O Lamb of God 

 

 



 

 

 

| 

 

COMMUNION INVITATION 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
(The bread and wine are given to the people. Please indicate that you would 
prefer a gluten-free wafer by placing your hands with palms together when you 
come up to receive Communion.) 

 
COMMUNION HYMN                              GTG# 53 O God, Who Gives Us Life  
O God, who gives us life and breath, who shapes us in the womb,  
who guards our lives from birth to death, then leads us from the tomb: 
deliver us from fears that kill the life we have from you. 
Help us to know your Spirit still is making all things new.  

O god, who calls your people out to venture  and to dare,  
to plumb the bleak abyss of doubt and find you even there: 
when we despair in wandering through wastes of empty lies,  
refresh us with the living spring of hope that never dies. 

O God of covenant and law, revealed in cloud and flame,  
your mighty deeds evoke our awe; we dare not speak your name.  
Yet we by faith are drawn to you and will your people prove, 
as on our hearts you write anew the covenant of love.  



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER AND BLESSING 
Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Look with compassion, O Lord, upon this your people; that, rightly 
observing this holy season, they may learn to know you more fully, and 
to serve you with a more perfect will; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN             GTG# 415 Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy  
Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded, sick and sore;  
Jesus ready stands to save you, full of pity, love, and power.  
I will arise  and go to Jesus; he will embrace me in his arms.  
In the arms of my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms.  

Come ye thirsty, come, and welcome; God’s free bounty glorify,  
true belief and true repentance, every grace that brings you nigh. 
I will arise  and go to Jesus; he will embrace me in his arms.  
In the arms of my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms. 

Come ye weary, heavy laden, lost and ruined by the fall;  
if you tarry till you’re better, you will never come at all. 
I will arise  and go to Jesus; he will embrace me in his arms.  
In the arms of my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms. 

Let not conscience make you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream;  
all the fitness he requireth is to feel your need of him.  
I will arise  and go to Jesus; he will embrace me in his arms.  
In the arms of my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms. 

 

DISMISSAL/COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights 
reserved. Hymns and service music are from The Hymnal 1982 (Church 
Publishing Inc.), Wonder, Love and Praise (Church Publishing Inc.), and Glory to 
God hymnal GTG (Presbyterian Publishing Corp). Music is reprinted and 
streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-730051. All rights reserved 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
Gentle Yoga with Kelly, Fri., 9:00 am, March 27th and April 3rd  
Christian Ed, Sun. 9:15 am 
Lenten Program, The Way, Tues. 5:30 pm, March 24 Mills River 
Presbyterian Church 
Choir Practice, 9:30 am, March 29th and April 5th 
Maundy Thursday service, 5:30 pm, April 2nd, Mills River Presbyterian 
Church 
Good Friday service, 5:30 pm, April 3rd, Holy Family  
Holy Saturday service, 10:00 am, April 4th 
Easter Sunday service, 10:45 am, followed by Easter brunch 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Rev. Tracey Kelly, Rector,  tracey@ourholyfamily.org 
Rev. Tammy Bales, Preaching Associate, pastortam12@gmail.com 
Ryan Singleton, Music Director, singletonryan97@gmail.com 
Jeanne Mason, Parish Administrator, secretary@ourholyfamily.org  
Liz Spahr, Pastoral Care Coordinator, liz@ourholyfamily.org 
Jodi Harbin, Youth Ministry Coordinator, jodi@vetonthego.com 

VESTRY 
Sr. Warden: Greg Harbin, greg@ourholyfamily.org 
Jr. Warden:  Kelly Brown ,  KALB266@gmail.com 
Secretary: Kelly Beaty, ktsb@icloud.com 
Treasurer and Vestry Member: Jeff Heck, Jeffery.heck@gmail.com   
Liaison for Congregational Vitality, Laura Phipps, 
Ljphipps1128@gmail.com 
Liaison for Christian Formation,  Paulette Rempell, lette813@icloud.com 
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