
THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
Mills River, North Carolina 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
April 6, 2025 

Sacred Place +++ Sacred Space 
Please observe silence after the altar candles are li 

A PENITENTIAL ORDER 
 

PRELUDE    For the Beauty of the Earth                            Kenon D. Renfrow 
A bell rings three times; the people stand.  

Hymns and service music are found in the blue 1982 Hymnals (H) and the 
purple Glory to God hymnals (GTG) They are in the racks under the chairs. 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People His mercy endures for ever. 

THE DECALOGUE 
Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord your God 
who brought you out of bondage.  

You shall have no other gods but me.  
Amen, Lord have mercy.  
You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
Amen, Lord have mercy. 
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 
Amen, Lord have mercy. 
Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
Amen, Lord have mercy. 
Honor your mother and your father. 
Amen, Lord have mercy. 
You shall not commit murder. 
Amen, Lord have mercy. 
You shall not commit adultery. 



Amen, Lord have mercy. 
You shall not steal. 
Amen, Lord have mercy. 
You shall not be a false witness. 
Amen, Lord have mercy. 
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
Amen, Lord have mercy. 

Since we have a great high priest who passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

PRESENTATION OF THE WORD 
KYRIE 

 



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and 
affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you 
command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and 
varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where 
true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty 
waters, who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie 
down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: “Do 
not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am 
about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I 
will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild 
animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in 
the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, 
the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my 
praise.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM  126 

1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
  then were we like those who dream. 

2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
  and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

3Then they said among the nations, * 
  “The LORD has done great things for them.” 

4The LORD has done great things for us, * 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 



5Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 
  like the watercourses of the Negev. 

6Those who sowed with tears * 
  will reap with songs of joy. 

7Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

 
SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 
A reading from Paul's letter to the Philippians 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of 
the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that 
I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and 
the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection 
from the dead.  Not that I have already obtained this or have already 
reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus 
has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 



SEQUENCE HYMN                                H# 679 Surely it is God who saves me  

 

GOSPEL: John 12:1-8 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of 
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner 
for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with 
him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed 
Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one 
who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for 
three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” (He said this 
not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he 
kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus 
said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day 
of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always 
have me.” 



Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 THE SERMON     The Rev. Tracey Kelly 

THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Leader    People of God, come, the Lord has done great things for us. Let 
us pray to the Lord singing, 

 

 

 
 



THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
  

 GATHERING                                                   H# 655 O Jesus, I have promised  

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION  
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the 
Most High. Psalm 50:14 

OFFERTORY   Wayfaring Stranger                                     Arr. Mark Hayes 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God  thanks and praise. 



 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, 
yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and 
to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and 
rose again. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 SANCTUS                                                                                    S 102 Holy God  

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 



We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us 
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD. 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM                                                        S 158 O Lamb of God  



 

 
COMMUNION INVITATION 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
(The bread and wine are given to the people. Please indicate that you would 
prefer a gluten-free wafer by placing your hands with palms together when you 
come up to receive Communion.) 

COMMUNION HYMN                 GTG #629 Jesus the Very Thought of Thee  
Jesus, the very thought of thee with sweetness fills my breast. 
But sweeter far thy face to see, and in thy presence rest. 

Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, nor can the mind recall 
a sweeter sound than thy blest name, O Savior of us all. 

O hope of every contrite heart, O joy of all the meek, 
to those who fall, how kind thou art! How good to those who seek! 

But what to those who find? Ah, this nor tongue nor pen can show. 
The love of Jesus, what it is none but his loved ones know. 

Jesus, our only joy be thou, as thou our prize wilt be.  
Jesus, be thou our glory now,  and through eternity. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 



you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

LENTEN PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE 
Look with compassion, O Lord, upon this your people; that, rightly 
observing this holy season, they may learn to know you more fully, and 
to serve you with a more perfect will; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

BLESSING 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                                    GTG #630 Fairest Lord Jesus  
Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature,  
O thou of God to earth comes down, 
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor, thou my soul’s glory, joy, and crown. 

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 
 robed in the blooming garb of spring. 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host,  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, than all the angels heaven can 
boast. 

Beautiful Savior, Ruler of the nations,  
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forever more be thine! 

DISMISSAL/COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2024 Church Publishing Inc. All rights 
reserved. Hymns and service music are from The Hymnal 1982 (Church 
Publishing Inc.), Wonder, Love and Praise (Church Publishing Inc.), and Glory to 
God hymnal GTG (Presbyterian Publishing Corp). Music is reprinted and 
streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-730051. All rights reserved 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
Gentle Yoga with Kelly, Fri. 10:00 am  
Holden Evening Prayer, Tues. 6:30 pm. April 8, Mills River Presbyterian 
Women’s Group, Sat. 10:00 am, April 12 
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Palm Sunday April 13th, 10:45 am (Choir practice at 9:30) 
Holy Tuesday, April 15th, 6:00 pm, St. James Players 
Maundy Thursday, April 17th, Agape Supper at 5:00 pm,  followed by 
service at 6pm 
Good Friday, April 18th, 6:00 pm,  Tenebrae service at Mills River 
Presbyterian 
Holy Saturday, April 19th, 10:00 am 
Easter Sunday, April 20th, 10:45 am, followed by Easter brunch 
                         (Choir practice at 9:30)I  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
The Rev. Tracey Kelly, Rector,  tracey@ourholyfamily.org 
The Rev. Deacon Paulette Remppel,  paulette@ourholyfamily.org 
Rev. Tammy Bales, Preaching Associate, pastortam12@gmail.com 
Ryan Singleton, Music Director, singletonryan97@gmail.com 
Jeanne Mason, Parish Administrator, secretary@ourholyfamily.org  
Liz Spahr, Pastoral Care Coordinator, liz@ourholyfamily.org 
Jodi Harbin, Youth Ministry Coordinator, jodi@vetonthego.com 

VESTRY 
Sr. Warden:  Michal Baird, michal@ourholyfamily.org 
Jr. Warden:  Greg Harbin, greg@ourholyfamily.org 
Secretary:  Kelly Beaty, ktsb@icloud.com 
Treasurer and Vestry Member: Zebbi Sampler , 
treasurer@ourholyfamily.org 
Liaison for Invitation and Growth:  Patti Angrisani, 
pangrisani2795@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:tracey@ourholyfamily.org
mailto:paulette@ourholyfamily.org
mailto:pastortam12@gmail.com
mailto:singletonryan97@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@ourholyfamily.org
mailto:liz@ourholyfamily.org
mailto:jodi@vetonthego.com

